PATENT 

Atty. Dkt. No. FAKS/0002 
1617.021847 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) An identifying apparatus to identify objects typ i cal l y 
l iv e stock — of — humans having electronic identification devices (EID), typ i ca l ly 
transponders, the identifying apparatus including: 

multiple EID reading means , typica ll y antennas, positioned in a spaced apart 
relationship defining multiple pathways through which E I D's carri e d by the objects , to b e 
r e ad, can pass in a single file through anyon e of th e pathways and wherein each EID 
reading means is adapted to read any EID passing as th e obj e cts pass ind i vidua l ly 
through any one anyon e of the multiple pathways; and 

computing means adapted to record each EID carried by an obj e ct only once 
irrespective of the number of times an EID is read by any one of the multiple EID 
reading means r e ads an E I D or irr e sp e ctiv e of th e dir e ction or how many t i m e s th e 
object pass e s th e multipl e pathways . 

2. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim 1 A 
wherein the EIDs E I D's are rumen pellets^ ef ear tag transponders, electronic 
identification cards, neck tags, or bracelets, w h e n th e obj e cts ar e l iv e stock. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim 1 A 
wherein whon th e obj e cts ar e humans the EID% reading means are used in conjunction 
with one or more known biometric systems. T typically fac e r e cognit i on syst e ms or opt i ca l 
( e y e /iris) recogn i tion syst e ms, or v i d e o or d i gital imag i ng syst e ms. 

5. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim 1 A 
wherein the multiple pathways are mult i p le rac e s that ar e adapted to enable reading of 
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a ll E I D's EIDs irrespective of the physical size of each object. 

6. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim 1 A 
wherein the EID reading means is adapted to read the EID carried by the object 
irrespective of the speed of the object through the multiple pathways. 

7. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim 1 A 
wherein th e multipl e each EID reading means is in modular form and may como i n 
modu le s to onablo each E I D read i ng m e ans modu le to be releasably mtef-connected to 
another EID reading means module modu le s so that any a multiple numb e r of EID 
reading means modules can be mterconnected together to define form the multiple 
pathways. 

8. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim ^ 1 
wherein the width of the multiple pathways can be adjusted^ so as to allow the 
i d e nt i f i cation apparatus to id e ntify diff e r e nt typ e s of obj e cts, for e xamp le wh e r e th e 
obj e cts ar e l i v e stock th e width of th e pathways can b e adjust e d from a ll owing cattl e to 
pass i nd i v i dua l ly through to allow i ng sh ee p to pass i nd i vidua ll y through. 

9. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim ^ x 
wherein each of the multiple EID reading means are equally spaced apart from one 
another. 

10. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim 1 A 
wherein each EID reading means is adapted to read EIDs E I D's at differing heights. 
such as E I D's carri e d by sma lle r obj e cts, e .g. ca l v e s as oppos e d to thos e carri e d by 
l arg e r obj e cts e .g. ful l y grown cattl e . 

11. (Currently Amended) To An The identifying apparatus as claimed in claim 1 A 
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further including an wh e r e in wh e n tho E I D r e ading m o ans are in a spacod apart 
r el ationship includ e angled divider m e ans adapt e d to prov i d e oach pathway w i th a 
narrowing width wherein the width of each pathway at a lower region is less than the 
width in an upper region^ so as to enabl e obj e cts of diff e ring h e ights and girth to pass 
ind i vidua l ly through th e pathways. 

12. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim ^ 1 
wherein each EID reading means is synchronized by one or more control modules to 
enable each EID reading means to read a number of EIDs E I D's simultaneously and to 
transmit the data read to the computing means^ wh i ch procoss o s th o data to r e cord 
e ach EID carri e d by an obj e ct on l y onc o . 

13. -15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim ^ ^ 
wherein there is a visual and/or an audible alarm system such as a l ight and/or a buzz e r 
or b oll , r e sp e ctiv el y w hich is actuated when an object passes the EID reading means 
without activating the EID reading means. 

17. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim 1 4 
wherein the identifying apparatus is associated with a marking means adapted to mark 
objects which do not activate the EID reading means as they pass through the 
pathways T typically — the — marking — means — used — heroin — is — that — disclosed — m 
PCT/AU02/00858 . 

18. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim 1 A 
wherein the identifying apparatus is associated with partitioned holding pens having 
drafting gates wherein livestock exiting a pathway can be directed through the [[a]] 
drafting gates to a selected holding pen&r -depending upon activation or not of fer- 
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oxamp l o liv e stock that do not act i vat e th e EID r e ading moans as th e y pass through th e 
pathways can b e draft e d into a s e parat e ho l d i ng p e n to that of th e li v e stock that do 
activat e the EID reading means. 

19. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim 1 A 
wherein the identifying apparatus is adapted to count the objects as they pass through 
the pathways. 

20. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim 1 A 
wherein the identifying apparatus is adapted to count the objects which do not activate 
the EID reading means as they pass through the pathways. 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim 1 A 
wherein the identifying apparatus includes motion sensing means adapted to activate 
the identifying apparatus when a moving object is sensed by the motion sensing means, 
preferably as or just before the objects enter any_one of the pathways. 

23. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim 22 A 
wherein the motion sensing means is photoelectric sensing means wherein a beam of 
light between a photo emitter and a photo sensor device is interrupted by the passage 
of an object. 

24. (Currently Amended) The [[An]] identifying apparatus as claimed in claim 22 A 
wherein the motion sensing means is infrared (IR) sensing means or microwave 
sensing means where infrared and microwave beams, respectively, are interrupted by 
the passage of an object. 
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25. - 29 (Cancelled) 
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